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Did Mothership just copy my article without proper source credits or am | wrong?

Description

Is this Mothership article about an influencer promoting durian investments an attempt at deliberate
plagiarism or just an ignorant mistake?

More specifically, let's talk about whether large editorial publishing houses have the right to take a
story that first broke in a small-time blogger’'s website without proper crediting where it is due.

- Mothership.sg
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Another influencer drama in Singapore. You
might want to sit down for this one.
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My first thought when | read it: HEY this looks suspiciously like MY article!
*looks around for proper source crediting to SG Budget Babe. Finds none.*

Let’s start from the very beginning.

On 19 April 2018, 1 first wrote about local lifestyle influencer @pxdkitty activities in promoting and
recruiting her followers into making monetary investments into durian seedlings with a Malaysian
company. My key message was that one should not be too quick to trust and put in money into any
investment schemes recommended by influencers, whether it is lifestyle influencers OR even SG

Budget Babe aka yours truly.

Q, sgbudgetbabe ﬁ:ﬁ:}
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This then culminated in a full post on my blog on 21 April, after readers sent me the investment
documents and contracts that they received from Rachell regarding this “huge investment opportunity”
when they enquired. | would have kept the expose and my warning on Dayre itself, but some readers
asked me to put it on the blog so they could share the web URL.

Her involvement here is crucial, as some of her followers seem to have already made the investment,
made apparent by none other than Rachell Tan herself on her Instagram. Rachell was also actively
replying people on her DMs and via the company’s email address, and kept talking about how great
the investment was on her Instagram, IG Stories, and even went the extra mile to pin many of them up
under her IG Highlights section.

All the evidence was only possible thanks to my readers, who had seen the investment
“opportunity” on Rachell's Instagram and sought my opinions on it. Wanting more people to know
about this, they sent me the documents and contracts that they obtained directly from Rachell Tan
herself, including the email exchanges. These were then reproduced and credited (albeit indirectly as
my readers didn’t want to be named lest there be trouble).

Aside from studying the investment and company before | gave my take on it (you can even see the
ACRA BizFile | spent my own money on to pull while investigating'it here), I also got a lawyer to help
look at the contract and point out the problematic clauses. Note that prior to my article, copies (or
screenshots) of the contract could not he-found‘anywhere else publicly. You literally had to email
Rachell and tell her you were keen before'she sent a copy of the contract to you. | tried searching but
was unsuccessful until my readers'sent it over to me.

| also highlighted the concerns about buying investments from an influencer, as well as from a
company that is unregulated to offer financial or investment services here in Singapore.

In the first day after my story broke and went viral, Rachell Tan initially started rebutting my arguments
on her own Instagram. The first being 1) the money doesn’t go into her bank account, 2) showing
articles about the parent company whose business is in oil and gas, and 3) making yet another
fallacious argument comparing Mirach to Nintendo and Pokemon Go.

A few days later, notably after the story made even more waves after being republished on Dollars and

Sense, as well as MustShareNews, Rachell Tan took down all evidence of her involvement in the
durian investment scheme on her Instagram, only leaving one photo of some men with the purported
seedlings. Both the sites that reproduced the story as well as screenshots of the contract did proper
source crediting back to me, even for MustShareNews, who did a slightly different spin on it.

But on 28 April, Mothership released a news article on the same story, including an image of the
EXACT SAME PORTION of the contract | had cropped in my original article, as well as screenshots of
the Instagram posts which they claimed to have taken from @pxdkitty Instagram page...which we
know were taken down many days before Mothership’s article came out.

So either they took from secondary sources (mine, Dollars and Sense, or MustShareNews), or they
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legit took it from Rachell’'s page and just hung onto it for over a week (psssst but their screenshots on
other influencer sagas were much sooner at 3h and 16h instead? | don't get it).

—

@ www.sgbudgetbabe.com/2018/04 ar tagram-influencers-peddling.hirm & oW ®

The Guaranteed Retum shall amtomatically ceasgor@lpiraiarthe end of Financial Year for year 2023

Here’s-mine, as published on 21 April 2018.

@ mothership News Vdeos 1819 Lifestyle Abroad +More About Carers  Q

Here's what appears to be the fine print

Some of the details Tan left out in her Instagram promotional efforts appear to be revealed in what looks
like a screenshot extract of a contract found on a HardwareZone post.

It allegedly confirms that the guaranteed returns on investment into a durian sapling are valid only until
2023, and it amounts to a total of only RM1,700 (5$575.64).

[119;
20
D21 and
| Fr

Fantecd Return™),

£ The Guaranteed Retum shall automancally cease or expire at the end of Financial Year for year 2023,
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Here’s Mothership’s version. Note how the dimensions cut off at the same point, even for the section
where the letter C in red has been cut off (and ends at the bolded ‘r' in “Guaranteed Returns” below)
-

i 201810717C  |n an alternative crop, the line
wouldn’t cut at the bolded ‘v given
slightly different dimensjons but still

a crop of Clause 3to 3.3
t, pending fruit bearnng penod, the Owner shall be

Singapore Company
96 Robinson Road, £

il

23, the Owner shall be pasd & Gugrantesd Return of RM400.00 or based on the Owner's
t, whichever 13 hagher |

33 The Guarantesd Feturn shall sutomatically cease or expare at the end of Fmancial Year for year 2023

34 For year 2024 until the end of the Lease Penod, the Owner shall be paid based on the Owner's
Enttlement

Here’s me showing you more of the contract. Note how even if someone chose to still crop from
Clause 3 to 3.3 only, there’s a chance that they could have taken SLIGHTLY different measurements
and you’ll have the red “C” be cut off at a different-point, such as after the bolded ‘r’.

Let’s give Mothership the benefit of the doubt: perhaps they really did take from her page, except that
they had to go through so many editorial QC. processes that it took a long while before the article could
be published.

(which seems funny if you compare the speed of their publishing on the Elaine Jasmine and WoWo
MLM saga, at 2 and 3 days respectively. Impressive! On the other hand, they took 10 days on this
durian saga. Exactly 9 days after | first exposed it on Dayre, and 7 days after | put it up on my blog
after requests from my readers.)

But Mothership linked the “source” as the first page of a thread from HardWareZone, in which the

very top postis alink to my article that was republished on Dollars & Sense, which links back
to my site as the original owner of the article and screenshots. Screenshots of the screenshots on
D&S of MY screenshots from the original Instagram posts and contract (lol) were shared on
HardWareZone.

So who owns the screenshots? HWZ, or me?

Moreover, go ahead and compare the screenshots in both articles further. The reason why | believe
Mothership either took it from me directly or from secondary sources quoting MY screenshots is
because almost all of the screenshots featuring Rachell Tan with her hands up in the air in the
background end at exactly the same cut-off timing, except for 2 screenshots — (i) the cover photo of
Durian Sanctuary and (ii) the photo of Rachell’s father with the durian seedlings. On the other hand,
Dollars & Sense as well as MustShareNews replicated all screenshots with the exact timing as mine,
except that they actually had the decency and editorial integrity to credit it back to me (thank you!).

Mothership, on the other hand, makes absolutely no mention of SG Budget Babe as the original
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owner of the post, the one who publicly exposed this investment, the one who critiqued it and pointed
out loopholes, nor the one who took all the screenshots.

Can we assume Mothership was completely ignorant about who the original author and owner of the
photos were? Well, if that truly is the case, then clearly the writer of Mothership’s article didn’t do her

| find it hard to believe Mothership had no idea who the original author is (i.e. me), especially when you
consider how they follow XiaXue and has reproduced many stories from her (including the WoWo
saga) and this even came out on XiaXue’s Instagram :
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more a blogger who writes about personal finance, this makes
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Can't believe people can be so fucking stupid. If it
looks like a scam, sounds like a scam and smells
like a scam, it's probably a scam. You guys know

what Ponzi schemes are right? Right? Read this
fantastic exposé by @sgbudgetbabe, swipe up

~ sy + 24% fixed returns!
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Clearly I'm not the only one either who thinks that Mothership’s article is too similar to mine to
be a coincidence. Take a look at what some others also feel:

4.1 Jasmine Tsoi

™ Shame on you mothership, you
literally just took someone else's
work and passed it off as your
own. If | hadn't read
sgbudgetbabe's article a few
days ago | would never have
known that it was copied,if | had
read yours first..Don't you guys
have gc for this kind of thing??
Fromnow on I'm going to be
wondering what else have you
guys copied without giving
credit. O:

Like Reply

% Hui Ru Lee
: They machiam copy paste
from sgbudgetbabe

Like Reply O
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cpeiyi Mothership always reproduce viral FB/
Twitter/Instagram posts wholesale and call it
an article. A lot of their content is just a short
background of what's happening, an
embedded viral fb post, and a summary of
content in the viral post. Find that they rarely
do much investigation of their own unless it's
a political issue. Perhaps their writers for the
‘gossip desks' are not up to par. This
wholesale copying of your original article
with no credit Is a low.

eustaciatan That mothership thing is

* seriously infuriating! It's pretty obvious that

they should (at the very least) ask.you for
permission AND RESPECTOURMWISHES.

Plus the'\storycarme from you so it's like idea

plagiarism to me T

Mothership has been messing up A LOT
lately, like copying content from others (a la
buzzfeed) and posting excerpts from some-
one who passed away without permission
from the family (at least they took that down
- try contacting them and see if they will?)

I = TROLUT

shannonbombya Saw the article on
mothership and thot it looked way too

similar to yours!! How horrible!
13 hours age

I may be just a small-time blogger, but | am absolutely not going to stand for it if a bigger website
takes my story and photos without permission or worse, without giving due credit.

What do you guys think?

Update as of 3am on 1 May 2018: Mothership seems to be remaining uncharacteristically quiet or slow
to respond, even though they’ve been tagged on Day 1, Day 2 and Day 3 respectively on different

Page 9

Footer Tagline


https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-ZkAWwkvehhI/WuVcSRYJK-I/AAAAAAAAY2M/Wu_uStBSV4Et0Cqd7l0I0Sjj5PgVDw0egCLcBGAs/s1600/IMG_20180429_134543.jpg
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-U7Lo27_mmmo/WuU0NHBYtwI/AAAAAAAAY1s/rjlG4oq8iYEiEyoTYremWiDl8eZOv99AACLcBGAs/s1600/IMG_20180429_105507.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-1do0tPdgjn0/WuU0LsGfd2I/AAAAAAAAY1o/MiMHrkb4wMAVO0Jp7Pm5emWS61_SLycxACLcBGAs/s1600/IMG_20180429_105450.jpg

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

platforms (their Facebook post, my page, and my personal Facebook where a friend tagged
Mothership’s Deputy Editor).

With love,
Budget Babe

Category

1. Investing
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