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Review of Debtzilla (Singapore’s newest financial board game)

Description

I've been raving about Wongamania being one of the best board games for learning about personal
finance since 2015, so when my good friend Xeo invited me to try out their newest game, Debtzilla, |
agreed in a heartbeat.

Get Debtzilla on Kickstarter herel!

Unlike Wongamania where you pit yourself against the other players to win, Debtzilla requires you to
work together for the benefit of everyone. You either win as a team, or lose together.

In today’s day and age of consumerism and a rising occurrence of financial scams, this game could not
be more relevant.

The Gameplay

The game premise is a little more complex than Wongamania, but not too difficult to understand either.
You take on the role of a hero and race against time to bring down the villains before the law of
compounding debt interest destroys the world.

By day, you're an ordinary citizen who needs to work, save and borrow to finance your crime-fighting
vigilante lifestyle ; by night, you're a superhero fighting the villains who are scamming the hard-earned
savings of ordinary folks. Unlike many superheroes where your abilities are already a given, the heroes
in Banana Republic are more realistic.
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But watch out! Every debt you take on will feed the ultimate monster of mass destruction: Debtzilla.

Teni dwsrni

- - :

Our-gameplay. That's me as Lady Easing / Jane Yeelen

There are 4 phases in each round:

() In the day, you work to accumulate savings, or borrow, or repay your loans.

(i) Once you've enough money (wonga), you can go shopping in the second phase for gadgets that
will aid you in your fight against the bad guys,

(i) At night, you work with your teammates to fight the villains and try to save the citizens. Sometimes
you fail to protect them, and for each citizen successfully scammed, Debtzilla grows.

(iv) Each time Debtzilla crosses a threshold (its power grows when you take on debt, when a citizen
loses their life savings, or for no other reason other than inflation), it triggers a Boss Event that brings
you one step closer to the final showdown.

The Heroes
The heroes are inspired by real-life financial and political titans who have considerable influence on the
world’s economics and financial markets. You'll definitely recognise most, if not all, of them.

You can take the conservative route by saving up and paying off debts (which weakens Debtzilla), or
go on a debt-fuelled spending spree to power up your hero with gadgets and weapons that will take out
the villains.

Here’s a sneak peek:
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CODENAME
Ali Baba

POWER
Mystical gadgets, flying drones

Jack Horse survived the slums of Banana
Republic by running odd jobs and selling
second-hand electronics. One day, he
stumbled into an abandoned cave, only to
discover a treasure trove of mystical
gadoets. He emerged not as Jack Horse but
as Ali Baba, the drone-controlling vigilante
who steals from the rich and gives back to
the poor and underprivileged.

CODENAME
Lady Easing

"
POWER 6-\' B
Celestial magic of FMW&N

After aﬁ‘%@}mmic stratenies
helé Republic’s elites rise to
poweT, they ordered her assassinafion in a
car “accident,” fearing her knowledge
would ane day be used against them. Little
did they know that the ancient society of
Fed-Dral-Serve would rescue her. Mow, she
uses their magical teachings to maintain the
balance of the economic cycle,

| LADY EASING

Fun tidbit: | played Lady Easing in the game, where my superpower was to restore wealth to the
scammed citizens. | think she’s my favourite character, but I'd want to try taking on the roles of the

other superheroes as well!
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CODENAME
The Oracle

POWER
High-tech time manipulation gadgets

When Wally Buffet designed the ultimate
money-making machine, he never realized
his invention would be used to wreak havoc
on the financial market and bankrupt
innocent citizens. Now Wally dons the
mantle of The Oracle to protect ordinary
people from the claws of greed. With his
clairvoyant goggles and time-traveling car,
there is no outcome he cannot predict.

CODENAME
Tweetman

POWER
Money transmutation, fake news d;(

Ronald Thumph's sgkgties, thigked him into
investing- .rimEﬂ.r ca%ing developments,
decimatinghis once-great family fortune.
Now,fe takes on the idenfity of Tweetman
to upturn the established order and strike
fear into the financial elite. His loyal
sidekick, Twitty, is a blue android bird with
the ability to harness the power of social
media.

In case you were wondering about why Donald Trump and Batman ended up being linked together, here’s why.

The Villains

Inspired by people and events from the dark side of the financial world in real life that you’ve probably
read about in the papers. Here are some of the ones that | really liked:
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| 2" LUXURY ROS MARE

_ “YOU'KNOW THAT YOU WANT A BIKIN BAG! BUY BUY BUYL™
i _

wuw) x
L

~ “HEED ME T0 CHANGE S[Ié'l[ LAWS?"
I

“AHIGERIAN PRINCE NEEDS YOUR HELF..."”!’

e
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5 MADAME BUBB[E
dn]. .;

qﬂg ta:r ‘;’:'

“DON'TWORRY, IT WILL NEVER BURST~"

) MONEY LAUNDERER

4] ]
-y

“WE ARE PROTECTED BY 'IDI_IFt I"El'l'EIEHI'I'!EHI
RESISTAMCE IS FUTILE."
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4 MALWARE SPOOFER

Debtzilla Events

Of course, there will be very real consequences of debt and inflation. These events are triggered each
time Debtzilla grows and crosses to the next threshold (30 to 40, 40 to 50, for instance). Bet you'll be

able to relate to these events for sure.

1r [Iuriug '[IIP Hesulve Phase, |rmwe |
"«..U" all dice from Boss Cards.

Playersmn t use their HEI‘I]- %

il
Il.-!-. Ability or Special Move.
F

Attackers can't use thelr Hero's
Ability or Special Move.

31

‘|.'-_.
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The Final Fight: Take down Debtzilla!

Thought the game was over once you successfully took down all the villains? Nope, now you’'ve moved
onto the final phase of the game where you confront Debtzilla and attempt to eliminate him for good!

The difficulty is that if you had taken on too much loans in the beginning of the game (to purchase your
gadgets), you would have indirectly contributed to Debtzilla’s power, making it even harder to fight him
at this stage. Yet, if you had been extremely conservative and focused merely on saving and repaying
your debts, you won’t have been able to buy the gadgets necessary to defeat him either!

Lessons learnt

Just like in real life, there will always be a trade-off. The key is to strike a good balance. Too much debt
will eventually spiral out of control and end up crippling you, whereas avoiding debt entirely isn’t wise
either if you want to get ahead in life.

| also appreciate the fact that Debtzilla separates itself from its predecessor, Wongamania, by focusing
on the element of teamwork in this game. This is another aspect that we observe in real life — that no
matter how well you take care of your personal finances, you'll ultimately also be affected if your family
members don’t share the same goal. Getting insurance for yaurself without ensuring your parents or
loved ones are covered will still turn out to be useless. Atthe end of the day, you'll really need to work
together as a team.

Apparently, our game facilitator told us that none of the groups she facilitated had ever beaten
Debtzilla, but we did! | won't reveal our combination of superheroes here, but | would attribute it to
great teamwork, strategy and of course, luck as well!

Here’s a photo of our winning moment:

I'm a huge fan of games that are both fun and educational, and in this aspect, | think the creators have
really outdone themselves with Debtzilla. For anyone trying to understand how debt and money works
in the new economy, this game offers great insights while being exciting enough for you to warrant a
second round, and then a third, and more.
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How does it stack up against Wongamania? Well, I'll be hard-pressed to choose only one.
Wongamania’s focus was on developing personal financial literacy at the different stages of the
economy, whereas Debtzilla touches on concepts relating to debt, financial scams, and inflation.
Personally, | also felt that the tension in Debtzilla is much higher due to the escalating mechanisms
built in. In fact, | would recommend getting both, if you haven't already bought Wongamania previously.
The educational value you'll get out of both games will far exceed any of your branded purchases!

If you're keen to purchase Wongamania, you can get it online or via the retail locations listed here
(before you purchase, read my review, as well as what others had to say about the game).

Support Debtzilla on their Kickstarter here!

I've already contributed as a Premium Backer at the highest tier, and | absolutely cannot wait to get my
hands on this game! It'll be one | intend to play with my kids in the future.

(#) Explane Slan a projec For you KICKSTARTER =) .

Youar pledge

Thank you!
M
1 GOFY OF THE FPREMIUM COLLECTOR
We'ré curmently p i L 1o Detatzilla I your phedge S processec ECHTION

i @il For a pledge of USD 53 | EU 47, you will
racaivea:
"1 copy of tha PREMIUM COLLECTOR
EDITION of Debtzilla

FREE SHIPPIMG - LISA, Sir
Mataysia

P.S. Not sponsored to write this review, but am doing so because | genuinely love the game (as regular readers would have
known since the days of Wongamania). All opinions expressed are of my own.

With love,
Budget Babe
Category

1. Savings
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