
Disney Adventure Cruise: Tips to Get Your Moneyâ??s Worth Without Paying for
Extras

Description

The best way to maximise your Disney Adventure cruise without spending extra is know and to take
advantage of everything already included in your fare. From unlimited meals to Disney character meet-
and-greets, Broadway-style shows, fireworks at sea, kidsâ?? clubs, free arcade games and tons of
other activities, thereâ??s plenty to enjoy without you having to worry about paying another cent (unless
you want to)! Based on our familyâ??s 4-night Disney Adventure cruise from Singapore, Iâ??ve put
together these practical tips on what to book early, which experiences are worth prioritising, and which
paid extras you can skip to while still getting the most value out of your Disney Adventure holiday.

Yes, I know. Disney cruises arenâ??t cheap. Especially when youâ??re bringing the whole family. So
when we finally went on the Disney Adventure cruise from Singapore, I was determined to make the
most of every dollar we had already paid.

And you know what? We managed to have an incredibly fun holiday without paying for any extras â??
no US$8 (SG$12) bubble teas, alcohol, paid Wifi or Rainforest Pass (US$79 for a day pass, US$179 for
a 3-day cruise or US$239 for a 4-day cruise) for spa access.

But hereâ??s something I realised: a lot of the best experiences on the Disney Adventure are
already included in your cruise fare!

Iâ??m talking about Broadway-style shows, Disney princess meet-and-greets, unlimited food, character
dining experiences, kidsâ?? clubs, fireworks at sea and even craft activities where you get to bring
home your own Disney souvenirs for free!

Disclaimer: If youâ??re travelling with young daughters, then you might want to think about setting
aside some budget for a princess makeover experience at the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boutique. Prices on the
Disney Adventure cruise ship range from $59.99 to $229.99 USD, depending on the package you
choose. If youâ??re bringing your own dress, you can pay $119.9 USD for the makeover (without outfit)
package.
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We recently sailed 5D4N on the Disney Adventure (5-9 November 2026), although I would say it was
more like a 4D4N affair because the ship docked at 7 AM and we had to leave our stateroom by 8.30
AM to disembark. Staying longer was not an option (yes, we tried asking).

Note: This is not a sponsored post, and we did not receive any sponsorship nor in-kind benefits prior or during our sailing. 

After our familyâ??s experience, Iâ??ve put together these tips to help you maximise your time
onboard, avoid unnecessary spending and get the most value out of your Disney Adventure cruise. And
trust me, some of these tips can make a HUGE difference to your experience.
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The problem is that the ship is HUGE, and with so many things happening simultaneously, it is almost
impossible to experience everything unless you know what to prioritise.

Here goes!

Before you board: Prepare these!

1. Book the earliest boarding time to maximise your cruise duration

Hereâ??s my first tip: complete your online check-in as early as youâ??re eligible to, and try to secure
the earliest available Port Arrival Time at Marina Bay Cruise Centre.

The earlier you board, the more time youâ??ll have to explore the ship, grab your first meal, familiarise
yourself with the different decks and get started on all the activities. We managed to secure the earliest
slot at 12.30 PM, and it allowed us to grab lunch and tick off the Pym Quantum Racers ride.

Just remember that an early arrival slot is subject to availability, and Iâ??ve heard that arriving earlier
than your assigned time does not seem to work.

2. Pack a hand-carry bag with your essentials and water bottles

Donâ??t make the mistake of packing everything into your checked luggage. Your luggage only gets
delivered to your stateroom much later, so youâ??ll want to keep your essentials with you. In our case,
we packed our travel documents, water bottles, phone chargers, toiletries and the kidsâ?? medications
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in our carry-on backpack.

Iâ??d also recommend bringing swimwear if your children are likely to want to jump straight into the
pools or water play areas right away, although we found it too hot.

And hereâ??s another crucial tip: bring your own refillable water bottles! The bigger the better.

Thatâ??s because unlike other cruise ships, we didnâ??t receive bottled water in our stateroom. But
there are water dispensers located throughout the ship, so you can simply refill your bottles whenever
you need to. At the main beverage stations, youâ??ll also find soft drinks and teabags by TWG!

3. Prepare your Disney door decorations and Pixie Dust gifts in advance

If youâ??ve never been on a Disney cruise before, you might be surprised to see how elaborately some
families decorate their stateroom doors. Many families bring magnetic decorations featuring their
favourite Disney characters, names or special occasions.

This is a Disney tradition known as Pixie Dusting, where families in decorated staterooms do gift
exchanges with the other decorated rooms. This is where Disney cruise guests voluntarily prepare little
gifts or surprises for other passengers, and my boys named this as one of their biggest highlights of the
cruise as they got to make lots of new international friends while going door-to-door!
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We enjoyed walking around admiring all the stateroom decorations. Some were really
creative, like this one!

You can hang a small bag outside your stateroom door for other families to drop their gifts into. We
prepared candy and Disney stickers / hair-clips for gifting, and had lots of fun every night walking
around to see the different door decors (and giving their favourites a little more â??pixie dustâ?•)! It was
also a great way to get your daily steps in, haha.

My advice is to prepare your Pixie Dust gifts at least two weeks before sailing, especially if youâ??re
planning to personalise them. Oh, and donâ??t forget to print your stateroom number on your gifts so
recipients know who theyâ??re from. (No one told me this beforehand, so we ended up handwriting
over 100 sticky notes!)
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4. Bring US dollar bills for tipping

Although the Disney Adventure ship sails from Singapore, onboard charges are denominated in US
dollars.

On the last evening, youâ??ll be given gratuity envelopes for the crew members who have been looking
after your family throughout the cruise (your dining servers and stateroom attendant). Disneyâ??s
service levels are top-notch, and tipping is how the staff get rewarded for it, so bring some small US
dollar bills with you before boarding!

One thing to note: Disney Cruise Line generally applies standard gratuities to your onboard account, so the envelopes aren't necessarily an additional compulsory payment. However, you'll likely be so blown away by your crew that you'll end up wanting to tip them at the end
!

5. Skip the expensive WiFi package and take a digital detox

During our sailing, the internet packages were approximately US$30 per device per day, or US$49 if we
wanted streaming access. Over a four-night cruise, thatâ??s roughly US$120+ (S$150) for just one
device on the basic package!

Iâ??m sorry, but thatâ??s enough for me to pay for 8 to 9 months (!) of my mobile phone bills, so I told
my husband beforehand that we would be going on a social media detox. Because prices aside,
thereâ??s seriously no reason for you to be scrolling Instagram or Tiktok when youâ??re on a Disney
cruise!

Ad: My mobile plan i.e. GOMOâ??s roaming data works everywhere else when Iâ??m abroad â?? in
210 destinations â?? except on a cruise ship (because thereâ??s no local telco infrastructure tie-ups
there). Key in promo code SGBB or check out this post to get 60% off when you switch to GOMOâ??s
SIM-only plans today.

Whatâ??s more,

Your stateroom TV comes equipped with all the Disney films, TV shows and more. Thereâ??s no
way you can finish watching them.
Multiple Disney movies are being aired at the Baymax theatres daily.
Iâ??m a content creator, and even then I simply opted to upload all my videos as #latergram only
upon disembarking the ship.

So my suggestion is simple: skip it. The ship offers complimentary WiFi network that supports text
messaging and the Disney Cruise Line Navigator app, which is essential for checking activities, dining
arrangements, reservations and communicating onboard. My husband was able to continue his
Whatsapp discussions (for work) even while he was on the ship.

Honestly, with so much happening onboard, youâ??ll barely have time to look at your phone anyway.

Once youâ??re on the shipâ?¦
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The rest of the tips below pertain to maximising your experience on the ship, so make sure youâ??re
taking notes!

Character Meet-and-Greets

Whatâ??s a Disney cruise without a magical interaction with Disney characters? Hereâ??s our top tips
to ensure you meet as many as you can possibly squeeze in.

6. Check the Navigator app between 4pm â?? 6pm for character meet-and-greets.
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This was one of the most useful tricks we discovered. On our sailing, the crew told us that new
character meet-and-greet reservations would drop onthe Navigator app at 4pm.

But in our experience, some of the slots only appeared between 4 â?? 6pm, so we ended up camping
and checking the app periodically during this time period. Popular slots can disappear quickly (in our
case, it was Baymax), but hereâ??s another trick if you miss out!

Try joining the queue after the last scheduled slot.

We found that when the queue was short, crew members could sometimes issue photo passes and
allow additional guests to join without a prior reservation. This trick enabled us to meet Cinderella,
Goofy, Mickey and Minnie even without a booking! Thereâ??ll be a cut-off once the physical queue
becomes too long, so this isnâ??t guaranteed, of course, but it doesnâ??t hurt to ask politely. It
didnâ??t work for any of The Royal Gathering (too popular!) so we had to wait for slots to drop again
the next day in order to book it.
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We managed to get photos with Minnie twice â?? once during the official booking
reservation, and another time when we randomly passed by her Meet-and-Greet and saw
that the queue was short. We shared the tip with our friend and got him to join our session
the next day in this same manner even though he missed booking on the appâ?¦and he
succeeded!

One more thing: donâ??t schedule character meets back-to-back! The ship is enormous, and getting
from one location to another can take longer than you expect. If youâ??re late for your time slot, you
may or may not be able to join the next one (depending on the crowd). Youâ??ll also need to queue
and wait for your turn even during your slot, so I recommend leaving at least 15 minutes between
character meets, preferably more if theyâ??re on different decks.
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7. Book The Royal Gathering â?? itâ??s already included in your cruise fare

This is one of the experiences I would prioritise, as the Royal Gathering lets you meet three Disney
princesses in one session! Youâ??ll get to interact with the princesses and take photos, making this a
lovely opportunity to capture some family memories. On our sailing, the princesses included Cinderella,
Jasmine, Ariel, Rapunzel, Snow White and Belle, although the actual characters rotate.

Unlike the character dining experiences at some Disney parks and hotels, you donâ??t need to pay
extra for this meet-and-greet! The crew members will also help you to take your own photos on your
phone, although youâ??ll have to pay if you want the professional photo packages.

9. Attend the Once Upon A Time storytelling â?? more than once!

This is another experience that families with young children shouldnâ??t overlook. At the Once Upon A
Time storytelling sessions, a Disney princess appears to tell a story and interact with the audience.

What makes this particularly interesting is that the princess can be different at each session! We
caught Cinderella, Belle, Snow White and Jasmine in action during our sailing. So if (you or) your
children are big Disney fans, try attending several sessions throughout your cruise. Itâ??s another
opportunity to see their favourite princesses without paying for an additional experience!

10. Spot random characters at Deck 7, Deck 17 (Toy Story Place) and Deck 18
Marvel Landing.

We met Aladdin and Stitch at Deck 7 when they were roaming around, while my friend got a picture
with Captain America at Deck 18â??s Marvel Landing!
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Bumped into Aladdin outside Bacha Coffee on the first day, but when we dressed up as Abu
/ Raja / Jasmine on the third day, he was nowhere to be found!

Unfortunately, no one we knew spotted any Toy Story characters on our sailing, but my friends who
sailed on other dates reportedly ran into Woody and Jessie on Deck 17 so you can still try your luck
there.

11. Catch the morning Moana show for better viewing

If youâ??re planning to catch the Moana performance, consider going for the morning show instead
because it offers a better viewing experience. The singing and dancing was top-notch, and I regretted
not having the bandwidth to catch it a second time!
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During our sailing, the show took place on Day 2 (9.30am and 10.30am) and Day 4 (7pm and 9.30pm).
Check your Navigator app for the latest showtimes, since schedules can vary between sailings.

FOOOOOOOOD! Hereâ??s how to make the most of whatâ??s
already included

Hereâ??s the good news: if you asked me, thereâ??s really no need to pay for premium dining just to
eat well on the Disney Adventure. Food is unlimited from 6am until 12 midnight on the ship, and your
cruise fare already gives you access to the following:

Sit-down dining: Navigatorâ??s Club, Animatorâ??s Table, Hollywood Spotlight Club
Buffet restaurants: Pixar Market, Enchanted Summer Restaurant
Snacks & eateries: Mowgliâ??s Eatery, Gramma Talaâ??s Kitchen, Cosmic Kebabs, Stitchâ??s
Ohana Grill, Toy Story Pizza Place, Wheezyâ??s Freezies

12. Donâ??t skip your rotational dining experiences.

Instead of eating at the same restaurant every evening, your family is assigned to rotate through
different themed dining experiences throughout the cruise. These dinners are already included in your
cruise fare, and the food was spectacular for me.

At Animatorâ??s Palate, you get to draw your own character, which later comes to life on screen. It was
magical watching our drawings become part of the show, and my kids were so excited!

Arrive about 15 minutes before your assigned dining time, as Disney recommends, so you have enough
time to settle down and enjoy the drawing activity without feeling rushed. And when youâ??re drawing,
donâ??t just leave your character as a simple outline. Colour it in, so it becomes much easier to identify
your own creation when it eventually appears on the screen!

As for Navigatorâ??s Club, this was probably our favourite overall dining experience. We loved both the
food and the character interactions by Mickey, Minnie, Donald and Daisy Duck, who went around giving
high-fives to every kid. Whatâ??s more, the servers even joined in a dance around the entire restaurant
as a finale!

I can imagine myself paying for such dining experiences like these at Disneyland, so given that
theyâ??re already included in your cruise fare, I didnâ??t feel any need to spend more on specialty
restaurants.

13. Eat throughout the day without paying extra

Like I said, there are plenty of included dining options throughout the ship, from buffets to quick-service
counters. We even brought along a lunch box to pack some supper back to the room for when the kids
got hungry after midnight (they didnâ??t), although you could also order room service if you wanted to.

Hereâ??s our favourites and what I would tell you to try:
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Stitchâ??s â??Ohana Grill: Try the Gochujang Burger.
Cosmic Kebabs: Great for kebabs when you want something savoury. I loved the hummus.
Wheezyâ??s Freezies: The chocolate soft-serve was a hit! We had 2 servings almost daily.
Mowgliâ??s Eatery: The fish curry with roti prata was an unexpected gem!

Each individual outlets have their own operating hours, so check the app rather than assuming every
food station is open around the clock.

Live shows & activities

Disney is famous for its entertainment and service levels, and this is where I think the cruise really
stands out because thereâ??s nothing quite like Disney magic in this sense.

14. Go at least 30 minutes before the live shows and fireworks.

The fireworks at sea is one of the main highlights of the Disney Adventure. On our sailing, they were
scheduled for Day 2 at around 10.30pm. We thought arriving at 10pm would be early enough, but boy,
were we wrong! By then, many of the better viewing spots had already been taken, and we ended up
watching from beneath the IronCycle tracks. It was still magical, but I definitely wished we had arrived
earlier to get a better spot.

So my advice is to head down around 9.45 pm if you want a better viewing position for the
fireworks.

Bring something to keep the kids occupied while waiting! And donâ??t forget to check your own
sailingâ??s schedule because the fireworks timing can change depending on weather and operational
conditions.

The same thing happened on Day 3 when we went 20 minutes early for the Avengers Assemble! show
(which was soo good that we watched it twice, live). All the best seats were already taken up, and we
ended up with side seats on the garden carpet in the middle of its length. And guess what? Even 30
minutes early for the final eveningâ??s Remember finale show didnâ??t help to get good seats in the
Walt Disney theatre indeed; apparently those who secured front and centre seats were already there 45
minutes early! Well, now you know.

15. Make full use of the kidsâ?? clubs â?? youâ??ve already paid for them!

Did you know that the Disney Adventure has dedicated clubs for children of different ages? The
Disneyâ??s Oceaneer Club (ages 3â??10) is designed for younger children, with themed play areas
and supervised activities. Edge (ages 11â??14) is the tween club, tucked away in San Fransokyo
Street, while Vibe (ages 14â??17) is for teenagers who want their own space to hang out.

These clubs can be a lifesaver for parents. We dropped ours at the Oceaneer Club on Day 2 and Day
4, and our kids had so much fun (some of the Disney characters made surprise visits there!) that they
hardly wanted to leave.
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Meanwhile, we managed to head to the gym (Day 2) and explored the ship (Day 4) by climbing up and
down Deck 4 â?? 18 of the shipâ??s FWD + AFT areas. These had the most spell-binding Disney
paintings Iâ??ve seen, and we loved exploring all the little Disney features and magic around the ship in
this way.

17. Watch shows on your stateroom TV.

If you missed a live show because the kids were tired, you had a dining reservation that clashed or you
simply couldnâ??t fit everything into your schedule, check your stateroom TV. During our sailing, we
could catch recordings of shows such as Letâ??s Set Sail, Seas the Adventure (we didnâ??t catch this
live), Baymax Super Exercise Expo, Avengers Assemble! and Remember.

This was particularly useful when the kids needed some downtime. Of course, watching a recording
isnâ??t quite the same as seeing the live performance, but when youâ??re trying to fit so much into a
short cruise, itâ??s a great backup option.

18. Attend a craft session and make your own Disney souvenir

Disney merchandise can be expensive. But when youâ??re travelling with children, itâ??s almost
inevitable that theyâ??ll want to bring something home. So hereâ??s one way to get a Disney
keepsake without spending money at the gift shop â?? attend one of the included craft sessions
onboard!

There are various activities where you can make your own Disney-themed items and bring your
creations home afterwards. For kids, the fun is in making something themselves, while the bonus is that
we didnâ??t need to spend another US$20 or US$30 on a souvenir just to give them something to
remember the trip by.

Check the Navigator app for the daily craft schedule.

19. Skip the US$70 private karaoke room â?? go for Family Karaoke instead

Love karaoke? So do I, and I found myself belting out Disney tunes on the stairways as well as in my
stateroom, but I cringed when I saw how much it would cost to book a karaoke room on the ship.

So hereâ??s my tip: go for the Family Karaoke sessions instead!

Theyâ??re included in your cruise fare, and a Disney cast member helps facilitate the session.
Honestly, I found this much more entertaining than simply renting a private karaoke room. Thereâ??s
something about singing together with other families, cheering each other on and having a cast
member keep the energy going that made the whole experience more memorable.

And you save US$70 in the process.

20. Watch WALL-E before seeing Remember
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Remember is the finale performance that usually happens on the last night. Before you go for it, try to
spend watch or recap the Disney-Pixar movie WALL-E (we watched it in Baymax theatres, then
continued the rest via our stateroom TV).

I wonâ??t spoil the storyline, but knowing the characters and their backstory will give you much more
context when you watch the performance.

What is actually worth paying extra for on the Disney
Adventure?

By now, you might be wondering whether there is anything worth paying extra for. That really depends
on what you and your family enjoys.

Some families may value specialty dining, premium experiences, professional photographs or spa
treatments. Thereâ??s nothing wrong with spending on those if theyâ??re important to you.

But if youâ??re travelling on a budget, I think itâ??s worth understanding just how much entertainment
and food youâ??ve already paid for. In our case, we spent so much on the cruise that we made it a
personal mission to try and NOT spend any money outside of what was already mandatory. We wanted
to maximise everything that was already included, rather than paying for extras.

Already included in your fare Usually costs extra
Rotational dining Specialty restaurants

Quick-service meals and snacks Specialty drinks and certain premium food

Disney stage shows and fireworks Certain premium viewing experiences

Character meet-and-greets Professional photo packages

Oceaneer Club, Edge and Vibe Nursery for younger children

Family karaoke Private karaoke rooms

Selected craft sessions Merchandise and some premium activities

Gym and fitness facilities Spa and beauty treatments

Navigator app and onboard messaging Full internet packages

I really went the extra mile just to ensure that we wouldnâ??t end up being tempted to buy Disney
merchandise, by packing half a luggage full of our Disney stuffed toys â?? including a magnetic
Ratatouille that sat on our shoulders â?? and keychains along!

So if youâ??re wondering whether youâ??ll end up spending more than what you budgeted for on the
Disney Adventure, I hope this helps you to realise that it is entirely possible to stay within your budget.
The important thing is that you donâ??t need to buy the paid extras to have a wonderful Disney cruise
experience; for our family, there were already more included activities than we could comfortably fit into
our schedule.

TLDR: Is the Disney Adventure worth it for families?
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I wonâ??t pretend that a Disney cruise is a cheap holiday, because it isnâ??t. Prices are more premium
than on other cruises, but just like Disneyland tickets, you shouldnâ??t be comparing cruise fares to
what youâ??d pay on other brands in the first place, because none of them comes with the Disney
magic that youâ??ll find on a Disney cruise! Whatâ??s more, the cast and crew members come from all
over the world (on our sailing, we interacted with staff from South Africa, France, UK, India, Brazil and
more!) the experience is truly on a different level.

Was it worth it for us?

YES. What I appreciate about the Disney Adventure is how much of the classic Disney experience is
already bundled into your fare â?? you get your accommodation, meals, drinks (and not just plain
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water), entertainment, kidsâ?? clubs, character experiences and a whole range of activitiesâ?¦so you
really donâ??t have to worry about having to pay separately for any extras if you didnâ??t want to.

My boys and I had lots of fun dressing up as Disney characters, attending the live shows, and playing
the arcade games in San Fransokyo Street and doing everything else that we were already entitled to.
So thereâ??s no need to assume you need to spend more on the Disney Adventure to have a
better experience. As you can see from our familyâ??s experience, you can stay well within your
budget and pay just for the cruise fare, port taxes and gratuities.

Plan ahead, prioritise the experiences your family will enjoy most, and make full use of
whatâ??s already included. For us, some of the most magical moments onboard didnâ??t cost a
single dollar extra.

View this post on Instagram
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My next goal is to save enough for another Disney cruise (this time without the kids), so that we can
splurge on adult drinks and a princess makeover (for myself, lol) the next round. And although we
didnâ??t pay for anything extra on the ship, I came back and got myself a Disney+ streaming
subscription instead LOL.

Save this guide before you sail on your Disney Adventure, and share it with another family
whoâ??s planning their trip!

With love from your fellow pixie-dusted cruise passenger,
Budget Babe
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